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real international match was played between England and Scot-
land in 1872; England v. Wales followed in 1879, and England
v. Ireland in 1882. Rugby football was the game which hap-
pened to be in vogue at Rugby school, when a wave of popular
interest in that school followed the publication (1857) of T.
Hughes's Tom Browrfs School Days. The senior London Rugby
club (Blackheath) dates from 1860; the English Rugby Union
(the governing body for England) was founded in 1871. In that
year England first played Scotland; in 1875, Ireland; and in
1880, Wales. Association football soon became very popular in
the manufacturing towns as a spectacle attracting gate-money;
the natural result was professionalism, which crept in about 1880
and was recognized by the Association in 1885. By contrast the
Rugby Union fought hard for the principle that the game
should be played for the game's sake, and banned all pro-
fessionalism within its clubs, though a good deal developed
outside them.
Cricket, long before our period, had entered the professional
stage. But the gate-money was then small, and it was an amateur,
Dr. W. G. Grace, who first made watching cricket a popular
craze. Born in 1848, the period 1870-86 marks the zenith of
his amazing prowess. A further great stimulus followed the
advent of the Australians; their first visit to English cricket-fields
was in 1878; and as they beat eight out of their twelve opponents
(including a strong team from the M.G.G. itself), its regular
repetition became assured. Cricket is a game which specially
lends itself to reporting; and it was the first to obtain—at this
time—considerable space in the newspapers.
Where football and cricket differed from shooting and fishing
was that the best matches, whether for player or spectator, could
only be held at main centres. The suburb-dweller and the pro-
fessional man were on the spot for them; the landowner with
his broad acres was not. Besides, they were on a club, not an in-
dividual or a family, basis; to take part as of full right you needed
no ground of your own. Football, however, is for youth, and for
male youth only; it was the discovery of games suited to older
ages and both sexes that completed the change. Lawn-tennis
was quite literally an invention; its begetter, a Major Wingfield,
took out a patent for it in 1874 under the name of Sphairistike.
But it was rapidly modified; in 1875 a committee of the M.C.C.
drew up rules for it; and in 1877 a committee of the Wimbledon

